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To-night I am bringing forward two cases of an unusual, or, at any rate, I believe, an unrecognised character.
At an interval of some years I have met with two cases of foetal malaria (amongst numerous examples of the ordinary kind) in which, to the best of my knowledge, the mothers were entirely free from the disease, so that the question, Can a father transmit malaria to a foetus ? has now to be considered.
The first case I saw in 1880 in South Africa, the other I met with last year in Edinburgh. Before making a few remarks on these cases, I will read my recorded notes.
In 1880 I was staying in a small place near Durban in South Africa. One night I was called up and asked if I would attend a lady staying in the same house who had been taken suddenly ill. She complained of pain and of a curious sensation in her abdomen, and said that she was over eight months pregnant. On palpating her abdomen, I distinctly felt the foetus shaking. The found in the blood of the persons inoculated as well as in the blood of the patients undoubtedly suffering from malaria. It is also certain that when once a man has suffered from malaria of whatever kind, he is liable to attacks for the rest of his life. These and other facts, too numerous to mention, incline me to the belief that it is just as possible for malaria to be produced in a foetus in utero, in the way I have indicated, as it is for other diseases, the transmission of which is now undisputed.
Professor Simpson said that he believed that the cases brought before them in Dr Felkin's paper opened up a perfectly new view of the mode of development of malaria in the foetus in utero, and he would like to know if Dr Felkin had himself found in obstetric literature any hint of the occurrence of the mischief in infants whose mothers were free of the disease. As the cases were being read, the analogy which Dr Felkin had pointed out with the production of syphilis had occurred to him (Prof. Simpson) as it had doubtless to the other Fellows, and he thought that Dr Felkin was entirely justified in the conclusions he had drawn from his valuable record of these striking and instructive cases.
The 
